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The CHNEP in cooperation with the Southwest Florida 
Regional Planning Council has been funded by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) 
District IV to implement a project to identify and map 
all the conservation easements in the State of Florida. 
This includes all federal, state , regional, and local 
government; private land trusts and conservation 
organizations, corporation and individually held 
conservation easements.

This includes all federal, state , regional, and local government; private 
land trusts and conservation organizations, corporation and 
individually held conservation easements.



At the beginning of the project there was 
no complete map and database for all the 
conservation easements in Florida. It is 
the intent of this project to address and 
rectify this.

The project collects existing Geographic Information System (GIS)  layers, and 
unmapped conservation easement information and mapping it into a single GIS 
project that would be useful for the regulatory agencies, land planning entities, and 
private.



This tool will provide a more complete picture of the extent 
and connectivity of landscape scale conservation in the State 
of Florida and asset in identifying critical gaps in wetland 
watersheds conservation planning that could potentially be 
addressed by public, public-private partnership, and private 
conservation efforts.



Florida Natural Areas Inventory
Florida National Estuary Programs
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Northwest Florida Water Management District
South Florida Water Management District
Southwest Florida Water Management District
St. Johns River Water Management District
Suwannee River Water Management District
341 easements in 35 of 67 Florida Counties
5 of 21 Florida Land Trusts. 





Combined Layers with Counties to Date 20140531





































































What We Are Not Doing

 Temporary Easements
 Rural Land Stewardship Receiving Areas That 

Continue Active Row Crops, Citrus, Improved 
Pastures 

 Proposed Easements Not Yet Acquired/ 
Granted/ Recorded

 Current Conditions of the Easements (Are 
they being properly managed and enforced?)



 The map products
 Metadata
 A GIS query tool that would assist a state 

employee to use the database to find and 
identify conservation easements through the 
different attributes of the properties such 
that one could find the easements by type, 
location, types of habitat, identity of 
easement holders, year of designation, etc.



Thanks!

Jim Beever jbeever@swfrpc.org
Tim Walker twalker@swfrpc.org

Southwest Florida Regional Planning 
Council
(239) 338-2550 ext 224
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